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PLAYWRIGHT 'S REMINDER 


The 1947 Bishop Sheil Drama Award for 
$500 will not be presented until Septem- 
ber, but the deadline for entry of plays 
is May 1. We urge Conference members to 
tell their playwriting friends of this 
award. 

A copy of the rules governing the con- 


test is enclosed for your Bulletin Board. 


If you need other copies, please let us 
know, 

The Conference in sponsoring the Award 
is attempting to encourage the writing 
of plays for Catholic theatre. Even to 
those entrants who do not receive the 
prize there are rewards, Walter H. Bak- 
er Co. has bought for publication OF MID 
NIGHT FANTASY submitted from Massachus- 
etts in last year's contest, and the 
first Conference production is scheduled 
in April in Illinois. OF HIS OWN HOUSE, 
submitted from Illinois, will be pre- 
sented in March at New Rochelle College, 
and several members are discussing plans 
for production of DAY STAR RISING, an 
entry from Michigan. 

The wider audience of possible produc- 
ers which is open to authors of scripts 
considered of value is an important as- 
set to playwrights who have not had pro- 
ductions of their new plays. 

Next fall you will be looking for new 
material. Perhaps you can help us to 
find it by spreading the news of the 
Bishop Sheil Award. 
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GOOD NEWS 





Dr, Callan, CU authority op Interpre- 
tation, has promised to contribute to a 
joint session on Interpretation and 
Pantomime in the Convention schedule. 
Those who have worked under her in the 
past twelve years at the University will 
relish this spot on the program, for Dr. 
Callan has by her integrity and talent 
earned warm friends, To those who are 
not familiar with the one who directs 
the oral half of CU's productions, we 
can promise that enthusiasm for theatre 
and understanding of problems which mean 
profit to our audience. In remaining in 
Washington for the Convention long efter 
her vacation might be begun, Dr. Callan 
is expressing in 1947 the same interest 
which keeps old Convention pictures on 
her office walls. 

For lecture and demonstration of Pan- 
tomime the Conference is fortunate to 
obtain the cooperation of Louise Gifford 
New York authority in the field and for 
years a member of Columbia University's 
faculty. 

To insert this worthwhile feature in 
the Convention program some changes 
must be made on the Saturday schedule, 
avoiding as far as possible the conflict 
of sessions pointed at similar fields. 
The revised schedule follows: 2 pm - 
Creative Dramatics; 3-3:45 - Interpreta- 
tion; 3:45-4:45 - Pantomime; 3:45-5:00 +» 
Radio; 5:00-5:45 - Motion Picture. 


316 West 57 Street, New York, 19 Circle 7-0236 














MILWAUKEE PLANS 





Eleven directors of Catholic High 
SChools in the Archdiocese of Milwaukee 
met at the Office of the Superintendent 
of Schools on Jan. 11 to discuss plans 
for a Play Festival. 

Reaching toward a fall Festival, the 
directors have set in motion a definite 
program which will permit the inter- 
change of experience, ready the groups 
for the project, and weed out any ten- 
dency toward unwholesome competition. 

Each school will receive six guests 
tickets for students who will attend the 
performances staged by other schools; 
the same students will not necessarily 
attend all productions, Following each 
production the high school guests and 
their directors will meet the performing 
cast and its director to discuss the play. 

On May 3, Holy Angels Academy, follow- 
ing its operetta, will be host to the 
directors at a supper meeting to plan a 
one-day clinic which will be staged at 
Marquette High School on May 17. Two or 
three one-act plays will be produced for 
the clinic; no awards will be made but a 
critic judge will evaluate the work done 
Marquette promises the directors a ban- 
quet and the students the social at the 
end of the day. 

The fall Festival plans will be laid 
at the meeting May 17 and schedule for 
the new season will be plotted to stag- 
ger performances next season, thereby 
encouraging capacity houses for all 
schools. 

Of no small importance to the meeting 
was the presence of Reverend Edmund J. 
Goebel, Ph.D,, Superintendent of Schools 
who expressed his confidence in NCTC and 
his enthusiastic interest in furthering 
its work. 

The Milwaukee Directors will send a 
sizable delegation to the National Con- 
vention in June. By collaborating on 
the project they can make favorable ar- 
rangements on transportation. 


GREATEST STORY 





The American Broadcasting Company in- 
augurated a new series "The Greatest 
Story Ever Told" on Sunday, Jan. 26. 

The dramatizations of Bible Stories are 
made by Fulton Oursler for this spon- 
sored program. At New York on WJZ, 6:30 
p.m. 





REGIONAL ORGANIZATION 


The West Central Region of NCTC joins 
the Central, Mid-Atlantic and New Eng- 
land Regions in the active list with its 
meeting at Wichita Feb. 7-8. Missouri, 
Oklahoma and Kansas will be represented 
in attendance at the lectures and dis- 
cussions and at the business meeting 
which will more firmly establish a pat- 
tern for activity in the future. 

Mrs. Bujarski, Chairman, Sister Vin- 
centia, Director at Cathedral High 
School and hostess to the meeting, and 
other Wichita Conference members have 
worked hard to perfect plans, Rev. G. 
V. Hartke, O.P., of Catholic University 
will be the chief speaker, Helen Purcell 
has been invited to explain Conference 
operation at the meeting and to speak 
at the Catholic Action Luncheon on the 
laity's share in commnity theatre. 

The sincere effort made at no small 
expense by Regional leaders in Wichita 
to acquaint Catholic theatre enthusiasts 
with the Conference is a gift to all 
members. Because the strength of the 
Conference is the sum of the strength of 
its members, East and West can be grate- 
ful to them 

N.B. There will be a slight delay in 
answering wires, special-airmails, and 
the more conservative train letters ar- 
riving in New York Feb.4--11. 


LIBRARY REGULATIONS 





For the benefit of new members, 1li- 
brary rules are repeated: 

The $1 fee you pay covers the postage 
we spend on outgoing shipments; you need 
not send us stamps. If, because of re- 
quests for plays in manuscript (travel- 
ing lst class mail), the postage on your 
orders exceeds the fee, you may be asked 
to reimburse us for the amount in excess 
of the fee paid. 

Books are due on the dates stamped on 
the inside back cover - three weeks from 
the date they leave New York. This is a 
hardship for members at distant points, 
we know. If you will tell us how long 
it takes book-rate shipments to reach 
you, we Shall try to allow extra time. 
Our loan period is determined by the sup- 
ply and demand for the books. Delays in 
return of plays can work a hardship on 
other members wishing to consider the 
same play for a near (continued page 4 
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The National Catholic Theatre Conference 


ANNOUNCES THE SECOND ANNUAL 


Bishop Sheil Brama Award 


FIVE HUNDRED DOLLARS 


For the new play, thoroughly consistent with Catholic thought, which shall be adjudged worthy of the award under the 


following rules of competition: 


The contest is open to all playwrights with the exception of 
officials in charge of the competition. 


The play shall be full-length and in English. It may be 
any type, serious or light, including the play with music 
and the play for children. 

It shall be unpublished and the exclusive property of the 
author. Adaptations from non-dramatic sources and from 
foreign plays (provided that originality transcends mere 
translation) may be submitted, but they must be accom- 
panied by a statement of indebtedness and (if based upon 
any currently copyrighted work) by a proper authorization 
from the owner to dramatize and grant production rights. 


All manuscripts must be typed on one side of the paper 
only, and the sheets bound together and numbered. The 
top page shall be clearly marked with title and type of 
play and with author’s name and address. 


Manuscripts shall be postmarked not later than May 1, 
1947. The decision will be announced not later than 
September 1, 1947. 

The author retains full rights to his manuscript. Although 
the National Catholic Theatre Conference cannot assume 
responsibility for lost manuscripts, exceptional care will be 
exercised in handling of entries. All manuscripts will be 
returned at the completion of the competition. Each manu- 
script shall be accompanied by a fee of five dollars ($5.00) 
which approximates the cost of return postage and of cir- 


4. The author of the winning play retains full rights to the 


play, but he agrees to allow producing groups who shall 
(at the dates concerned) be members of the National 
Catholic Theatre Conference to produce his winning play 
at any time between the date of the Award and September 
1, 1948. For such production he may require a royalty fee 
of not more than $20 for the first performance and $15 
for each succeeding performance. 
No secondary award will be granted to non-winning plays, 
regardless of their quality, but it shall be within the dis- 
cretion of the National Catholic Theatre Conference to 
accord publicity and promotion to any meritorious play 
submitted in the contest, supposing a copy of such play to 
have been deposited upon invitation in the lending library 
of the Conference. 
The administration of the contest rests with the National 
Catholic Theatre Conference. The selection of the winning 
play rests with a panel of judges of national prominence. 
The decision of the judges is final. 

The National Catholic Theatre Conference reserves 

the right to postpone the award if, in the opinion of 

the judges, no play eligible for the award is entered 

upon this invitation. 


ADDRESS MANUSCRIPTS TO: 
Helen Purcell, Secretary, 

National Catholic Theatre Conference, 
316 West 57 Street, 

New York 19, N. Y. 


JUDGES 


LEO G. CARROLL (Star of Stage and Screen) 


MISS JANE WYATT (Prominent Broadway Actress) 


WALTER KERR (Catholic University, playwright) 


Anna May Smith, Director of Arrangements, Catholic Y outh Organization, 31 E. Congress Street, Chicago 5, Illinois. 











COLLEGE FESTIVALS RETURN 


The response to the invitation issued 
by Mundelein College and Central Region 
of NCTC to colleges in and near the Re- 
gion has bettered the 1939 and 1940 rec- 
ords in Chicago and bids for a wider 
planning of festivals. Already we have 
heard a writing-production festival dis- 
cussed for the Mid-Atlantic Region next 
season, 

At Chicago Feb. 7-8-9 twelve colleges 
will present plays on Friday and Satur- 
day, The March Calendar will report the 
full program. 

At the banquet luncheon planned by Miss 
Therese Cuny, Regional Chairman, at the 
Edgewater Beach Hotel on Sunday, Rev. K. 
G. Schroeder will be Master of Ceremonies 
Walter Kerr, critic-judge, will present 
awards, and His Excellency, The Most Rev. 
Bernard J. Sheil, D.D., Louis Calhern and 
Dolly Haas of LUTE SONG will be guests of 
honor. 


BROADWAY COMMENTS 
By Mrs. Christopher Wyatt 


FINIAN'S RAINBOW - Completely delightful 
and original music drama about an old 
Irishman who steals the crock of gold 
from the leprechaun and brings it over 
to plant near Fort Knox where he thinks 
the soil is rich in gold production. Ex- 
cept for one joke in questionable taste, 
FINIAN'S RAINBOW is a delight throughout. 
STREET SCENE - Best American music drama 
beautiful 








since PORGY AND BESS with 
voices and the drama strengthened by 
Kurt Weil's fine score. 

TOPLITSKY OF NOTRE DAME - A pleasant 
musical comedy with average msic in 
which cast tops material. 

SWEETHEARTS - Victor Herbert revival 
which revolves entirely around Bobby 
Clark. The music not up to the Red Mill 
and the operetta routine. Clark at his 
funniest. 

AMERICAN REPERTORY THEATRE - The Stage- 
hands Union has ended the repertory 
schedule, and American Repertory Theatre 
must now run their plays for a month at 
& time. The next production will be 
Sidney Howard's YELLOW JACK, So far 
ANDROCLES AND THE LION has been the most 
popular. 











MARGIN NOTES 





Pictures for the 1947 Bulletin will not 
be called for until next summer, accord- 
ing to present plans. Please save your 
photographs against that day. 

A graduate of Marycrest College, Carla 
Dare, has been selected from among more 
than 300 actresses to portray St. Frances 
Xavier Cabrini in the new picture which 
promises to be carefully made. Director 
Charles Costello recalls Carla's splen- - 
did acting as one of the sisters in 
LADIES IN RETIREMENT at Marycrest. 

Mrs. Walter Sneider, a member of the 
Conference for years, has sent the li- 
brary a big box of play books including 
several bound volumes now out of print. 

Last summer there was rumor of 4 per- 
formance of Henri Gheon's FINDING OF THE 
HOLY GRAIL in English at a Convent of 
the Sacred Heart. Our efforts to locate 
the script have, to date, been fruitless 
Any information leading to its discovery 
will be most gratefully received. 

Emmet Lavery, having just completed a 
play on Congress, is now considering an 
assignment to write a new script for 
Louis Calhern, who is currently on tour 
with Mr, Lavery's MAGNIFICENT YANKEE, 

Catholic Theatre Guild of Richmond is 
sending Ann Sarti to New York Feb. 3 for 
a week's study with a make-up expert to 
ready her for her assignment on Rich- 
mond's Passion Play. His Exoellency 
Bishop Ireton, the Mayor, representa- 
tives of civic organizations, and Mr. & 
Mrs. Anton Lang of Oberammergau were 
guests of the Guild at an introductory 
supper Jan. 23 at Reuger's Hotel for the 
production staff of the Passion Play. 

Sister Mary Peter, 0.P., President and 
Sister Mary Aurelia, 0.P., Dean of Rosary 
College, en route to Boston for the meet- 
ing of the Association of American Col- 
leges, were able to attend the matinee 
performance for Sisters at Blackfriars’ 
NY Theatre of IF IN THE GREENWOOD. 

At Wichita the Mime and Interp Club of 
Sacred Heart Academy presented excerpts 
of ALICE IN WONDERLAND Jan, 20-21. The 
Masquettes of Sacred Heart College in a 
Drama Hour Workshop project produced two 
one-act plays, TIME TO GROW UP and MARTHA 
WASHINGTON, written and directed by El- 
virea Sheetz Bujarski. 


Please remember that you can help us to provide adequate accomodations 
for the Convention by registering early. To large delegations, in 
particular, we make a special appeal. 





CROSS COUNTRY CIRCUIT - FEBRUARY 





Boston - The first week of February Bos- 
ton College offers THE WORK, 4 new play 
written by a student killed in the war. 
Chicago - Serving as host to the College 
Festival Feb. 7--9 and participating 
with an entry of its own does not inter- 
fere with Mundelein College's major pro- 
duction of STORM on Feb. 16. 

Davenport - Immaculate Conception and St. 
Ambrose Academies collaborate in PINA- 
FORE Feb. 14, 16 and 17. On Feb. 26 
Sophomore Cameo Players offer DAINTY 
DAISY, THE BAYFIELD PICTURE, and A PARTY 
DRESS FOR PATTY, all one-act plays. 

St. Ambrose College and Marycrest have 
returned to pre-war tradition in offer- 
ing a joint production - OUR TOWN, Feb. 
9-10. 

Detroit - De La Salle Collegiate for its 
major winter production chooses SEVEN 
KEYS TO BALDPATE., Feb. 9. 

Catholic Theatre of Detroit will fill 
Art Institute Auditorium three nights, 
Feb. 6+-8, for its third production, THE 
IMAGINARY INVALID. Children's Stage in 
morning and afternoon performances: HANS 
BRINKER. 

Marygrove Dramatic Society offers three 
performances of THE BARRETS OF WIMPOLE 
STREET Feb. 16--18 - with an innovation: 
Catholic Theatre of Detroit is supplying 
Messrs. Barrett, Browning and Chambers. 
Dubugue - Loras College Players offer 
CYRANO DE BERGERAC complete with real 
white horses and an imitation roast pig 
on Feb. 16--18., 

Minneapolis - Every weekend this month is 
filled at Academy of the Holy Angels: 
Feb. 2, A MAID GOES FORTH TO WAR (grades 
7 & 8) MORE PERFECT UNION, and SAINT 
GERMAINE OF THE WOLF COUNTRY (grade 9) 
Feb. 9, THE BOND BETWEEN, RATIONS (grade 
10); Feb. 16 - National Drama Week - re- 
vival ef SHUBERT ALLEY (grade 11); Feb. 
23, MANSIONS (grade 10). And Sister 
Charitas has booked Convention reserva- 
tions and is reading DAY STAR RISING with 
an eye to casting. 

New Rochelle - Freshman members of Props 
and Paint will present THE LATE GEORGE 
APLEY Feb. 17 at College of New Rochelle 
New York - Fordham University Theatre 
offers New York its first production in 
27 years of PEER GYNT, Feb. 1l--16. Al- 
bert McCleery directs a cast of near 100 

Blackfriars’ Guild continues perfor- 
mances of IF IN THE GREENWOOD through 
Feb. 15. 











Philadelphia - DEATH TAKES A HOLIDAY 
about the middle of the month at High 
School Division of La Salle College. 
Pittsburgh - STARDUST is the choice of 
Catholic Theatre Guild of Pittsburgh, 
Performances Feb, 12--14. Rita Chan- 
pion has succeeded Joe Rozmarin as 
President of the Guild. 

Racine - Feb. 16--18 Racine audiences 
will see St. Catherine's High School 
Players' CYRANO DE BERGERAC, 


pS Ill. - OUR HEARTS WERE 
Y GAY will be presented by 
Springfield Little Theatre Players, Inc. 
Feb. 11-12, 
St. Paul - Catholic Players Group, new 
Conference members, offer an unpub- 
lished script THE LONG ROAD by Leon 
Lukaszewski at the Catholic Youth Cen- 
ter. 
Tulsa - Monte Cassino Masquers have in- 
vited the Secretary to stop en route to 
Wichita Feb. 6 and tell them about the 
Conference. 
Washington - Continuing through Feb. 8 
at CU Theatre, MUCH ADO ABOUT NOTHING. 
Two of the cast, Jack Dugan and Joseph 
Cunneen, submitted entries in the BSA 
contest last year, and Frank Ford, an- 
other player, has recently seen his 
LUCIFER AT LARGE published by Baker. 
West Hartford, Ct. - Queene's Companye 
of St. Joseph College presents its an- 
nual Shakespearean production Feb. 14-15. 
Weston - Regis College announces OUR 
WERE YOUNG AND GfY, Feb. 16-17, 
with Boston College supplying the called 
for men. Regis students, likewise, sup- 
ply the women's roles in Boston's THE 
WORK, reported above. 
Wichite - Cathedral High School will 
produce MURDER IN A NUNNERY Feb. 7 as 
part of the West Central Region's meet- 


ing program. 
LIBRARY RULES (Continued from p.2) 








production date, There is a fine of 25¢ 
per week payable for each late book, but 
you can't balance a disappointed member 
and a 25¢ fine, 

Library loans are customarily limited 
to six plays at one time. If you need 
more and can read them within the alléet- 
ted time, we shall do our best to fill 
your request for then. 

All bound books travel at book rate 
postage; typewritten scripts, lst. class. 











